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Miller Place in another time  
 
Author recounts her mid-century childhood here in new memoir  
 
By Anna Gustafson 
 

Sun courtesy photo Ethel Lee-Miller's new memoir will take 
you back to the Miller Place of the 1950s and '60s - the 
days at Cedar Beach, bicycling down North Country Road, 
watching the Sound from Mount Sinai Congregational 
Church. 

For Ethel Lee-Miller, Miller 
Place was the perfect place to 
come of age. 

Ms. Lee-Miller spent her 
childhood summers in Miller 
Place in the 1950s and 
SSRq60s, when dirt roads were 
still prevalent in the hamlet and 
children roamed free from 
sunup to sundown. Over the 
years she spent there, Ms. Lee-
Miller learned about death -- 
her cousin threw an apple at a 
rabbit and accidentally killed it, 
and she survived Hurricane 
Carol. There were, of course, 
the more routine events -- 
walking along North Country 
Road with her twin sister 
Eileen, gazing out on Long 
Island Sound from inside Mount 
Sinai Congregational Church 
and swimming at Cedar Beach. 

It was a pretty regular 
childhood, she said, and her 
"safe" memories of an "idyllic" 
Miller Place pushed her to write 
a recently released memoir she 
credits with helping her learn 
more about herself and her family. 

"It's nothing terribly exciting, but it is very comforting," she said of the memoir. "The book is all 
about celebrating childhood." 

"Thinking of Miller Place: A Memoir of Summer Comfort" came out in January, and Ms. Lee-
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Wild, Wacky 
Weather 
SWR Girls Lax 
6-20-08 
Rocky Point Boys 
Lacrosse 6-08 
Mount Sinai Boys 
Lacrosse 6-08 
County Champs Boys 
Lax Jun 08 
Mt. Sinai Girls Lax 
May 08 
Brookhaven Town Board 
May 08 
Duck Pond Day 
May 08 
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